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North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources


LET’S BE VOCAL
This lesson was creating in part by the KAB “Waste in Place” curriculum. Copyright held by Keep America Beautiful
Objective: 

Students will:

· Improvise definitions of vocabulary words associated with solid waste. 

Materials:
· Waste-In-Place glossary of selected list of solid waste terms and definitions. 

Summary:
Let’s Be Vocal is a game in which 3 to 6 students act as one person to define solid waste vocabulary words. Answers are created as each member in order gives one word of the definition without prior collaboration. Each single word response follows the previous player’s response until a final definition is obtained. 
Background:
Improvisation (Improv) is the action of inventing or composing without preparation from materials at hand. Improv deprograms the standard student response and allows the innate creative sense to flourish. Its essence is that of divergence. Viola Spolin, the master of the improvisational game, speaks of talented behavior as a “greater capacity for experiencing”. Like few other activities, improve creates these new experiences while allowing talents to unfurl naturally. The student learns from the process by being the process. 
Procedure:
1. Explain the rules of the game - 

a. The group must improvise a definition of the word given to them without discussing it with each other.

b. The definition is composed by each student giving one word following the previous student’s word until the group has made a complete sentence. 

c. To end the definition a student says “period”.

2. Call 3 to 6 students to the front of the room.

3. Using selected solid waste terms and definitions give a word from the list to the students.

4. The first person in the group begins the response by speaking one word of a definition.

5. The person to his or her left will give the next word, and so on until the group is satisfied with their response.

6. After the group has finished, compare their definition to the one given with the vocabulary word.

7. Continue the game with different groups of students until all the students have taken at least one turn. 

Glossary
Chasing Arrows Logo
The recycling logo where three arrows are shown to be “chasing” each other is a triangular shape. Each of the three arrows refers to the recycling process: collection, remanufacture and buying recycled. 

Composting
The biochemical process which occurs when organic matter is broken down by decomposer organisms into a nutrient rich soil conditioner called humus. 

Decomposition

To break down into basic components.

Household Hazardous Waste 

Any leftover household products that contain corrosive, toxic, ignitable, or reactive ingredients. Examples include paints, cleaners, oils, batteries, and pesticides.
Landfill

A method of solid waste disposal where waste is buried between layers of soil in the ground.  

Natural Resources

Natural Resources include; land, plants, minerals and water. Recycling saves natural resources which are very valuable to us. 

Recycle

A resource recovery method involving the collection and processing of a waste product for use as a raw material in the manufacture of the same or another product (e.g. turning aluminum cans into new aluminum cans or plastic bottles into plastic decking).

Recycled Content

Products labeled with a recycling symbol containing shading in the background and a circle around it means that the product was made from recycled content material. 

Solid Waste

Solid wastes are any discarded (abandoned or considered waste-like) materials. 
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