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North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources


A HISTORY OF TRASH
This lesson was creating in part by the Pisgah Forest Institute.
Objective: 

Students will learn:

· About the history of trash and recycling.
Materials:
· “History of Trash” Handout

· Paper

· Crayons

· Rulers 
Summary:
The students will read a short history of trash, from which they will pull several important dates. Then, they will develop an illustrated time line of the trash industry.
Procedure:
1. Hand out “A History of Trash” and have the children read it silently. 
2. After they have finished reading it, have them list the major events, along with the year they occurred.

3. Using the list they have made, have them draw a “Timeline of Trash Through the Ages”. They can illustrate their timeline with pictures that go along with the events. 
Discussion Questions:
1. How long has trash been around? How long has it been a problem?
2. What are some of the main issues with trash generation?

3. What are some solutions to decreasing trash generation?
Extension: 

1. Obtain local government solid waste and recycling records for the last 10 years from your local solid waste management office. Compare the amount of trash created and methods of disposal from the early practices you read about in “A History of Trash” with the local government data.

2. Discuss ways to reverse the trend of increased trash generation toward reduction, reuse and recycling. 

A History of Trash

In the early days, trash wasn’t a problem because people traveled in tribes, probably following the animals they hunted. Trash was dumped along the way, so that it was spread out over a large area. In those days, there were not many people to throw their trash away. By the time Fred and Wilma Flintstone settled in Bedrock however, trash did become a problem because people had settled down in towns and no longer spread their trash out. 

The Romans opened the first trash dump in 500 BC because people were throwing their trash out of the window, into the street. Not only did a lot of people slip on banana peels and get hurt, but the rotting garbage was unsanitary and caused disease. The Romans made people carry their trash a mile out of the city to the dump.

Over the years, people got tired of walking to the dump and back and simply threw their trash into the ditches. So, a lot of people slipped on banana peels when they walked in the ditches. Even more people got sick because of the nasty condition, not to mention that the ditches smelled really bad! In 1388, the English parliament had smelled enough, and they passed a law forbidding the dumping of trash into ditches. By 1400 in Paris, the piles of trash outside the walls of the city got so high that the soldiers couldn’t defend the city against invaders. The piles of garbage were too high to shoot over!

In the United States, trash was first incinerated in 1885. New York City began burning its trash because they had run out of room to dump it. By 1912, 75% of American cities had some form of garbage collection. The other 25% probably smelled horrible! People along the coasts of America loaded their trash into boats, sailed out into the ocean, and dumped it overboard. So a lot of fish probably slipped on banana peels, in the stinky water. In 1933, ocean dumping was outlawed.

The first major recycling program in the United States began in 1945. Paper and aluminum were recycled to help with World War II. After World War II, people began to shop more in supermarkets. There, for the first time, they could buy products in smaller packages of glass and cardboard. All that packaging ended up in the landfills. The peak of glass and cardboard packaging waste came in 1954.

By the 1960’s, glass and cardboard were beginning to be replaced by plastic, which was lighter and stronger than glass and cardboard. By the late 1960’s, people became aware that landfills were getting full, and that more attention needed to be paid on how much trash we put into the ground.

In 1970, on April 22nd we celebrated the first Earth Day, which tried to make us all aware that our planet was getting full of trash and pollution. The State of North Carolina has a variety of landfill bans that have been implemented to help reduce waste going into the ground. In 1990 landfill disposal bans for used oil, yard waste, white goods (appliances), antifreeze, aluminum cans, lead-acid batteries, and whole scrap tires was enacted. However in 1993, North Carolinians still disposed an average of 5.6 lbs. per person per day. By 1994 there were 306 recycling companies in North Carolina.

In 2007 North Carolina communities created approximately 11.8 million tons of waste (municipal and construction), which were disposed of in both North Carolina and out-of-state facilities. North Carolinians recycle 68 pounds of materials a second. That’s impressive! But we throw away 679 pounds of trash a second. That’s almost 10 times what we recycle. By 2008, over 14,000 people are employed in recycling jobs across the state. In October of 2009 additional landfill bans on motor vehicle oil filters, recyclable plastic containers and wooden pallets were included. 
	[image: image4.wmf] 


	[image: image2.png].orgs

.Iec)

RE





	

	1639 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-1639

	Phone:  (919) 733-1398
	FAX:  (919) 715-6794



[image: image2.png][image: image3.wmf] 

[image: image4.wmf]_1059454017.doc
[image: image1.png]






